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a sense can

nat ion-state

[  1 ]have t-e

[2.- ' l  have the

[ 3lhave aI l

We ar€? today in * l  socio*pol i t ical  pr . rcess that in

i \ t I  l .a ' i . ,  ,
be charactenized as nat ion-state in the revense. The

was and i  s a pol  i t icar program of compel I  j rg s impr ic i t r , :

state orqanizat ion oF a countny cantrol led by one nat ion

inhabi tants oF a country consist  oF only one nat ion

members of  that  nat ion r ive in the same country/ terr i .cony

This may be seen as a pnt.rarerssive progr-am: First ,  conqLrer the state;

then pur iFy the country Iexcept For some marginal  groups];  f  inel  ,

Iy '  ;athen the whole nat ion under that  state.  That the prooram is

not wi thout a socio-psychological ,  psycho-pol i t ical  basis is seen by

i ts relat ive success in wor ld histony, brased as i t  seems tcr  be on

a general  human tendency to prefer one's t lwn kindr e1S seen in patterns

of hclmcphi ly and homogamy -  in the choi f :e oF f  r  iends and choice of

spouses.

TF the basic cni tenion Fon the deFini t ion oF the nat ion

is rel  ig ious rather than l inguist ic,  then the rrat ion-state is usual ly

neFerred to as theocnat ic;  i f  i t  is  race then as lacist .  Israel

ano South Afnica are examples al thou,gh fon both oF them only cni ter i -

on number {1]  #o'r , 'e has been nealLzed. Sirre the race cr i ter ion is

nelat ively unchengeable nacist  negimes stand out asi  part icular ly 6jec*

t ionable!  then come the t l -nt*s.1 ' r j -*r ' .at ic oneE; because they imply an act  oF

submission to a system oF Fai th that  a l though doable may not be acclept.

able to many. Least object ionable,  i t  seems, is the deFini t ion in

terms oF language, and some mores/ s ince i t  neduces tc:  a quest ion of

Ieanning r* ther tnan submit t ing;  ' - i  ne may even learn t l - re lanctuaqe of

a host countrv wi thoutr  so to speak, bel ievine in i t .

s ince theocnat ic '  and racist  re,gimes also tend to be

beleaguened regimes they may try to bolster the countnies by stniv ing

to achiev,e point  t3]  above -  l ike Isnael  cr : I lect ing Jews Fnom al l  over

the wonlQ and South AFrica whi tes fnom parts of  AFnica. As the exam-
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oles indicate t3]  may be implemented L:eFore on insteao oF ta] .  t .ut

the crucial  cr i  tenion is t  1]  -  t*re control  over the state,  the

center oF powen, the pcrwer oven al l  othen powen relat i .ons inside the

country.

Migrat ion f rom one nat ion-state to another reduces

t3l  For the nat ion oF or ig inranc tz l  Fr the nat ion of  anr ival .  Rny

miqrat ion oF mernbers oF the dominant nat ion to another countny,

hence, is al ready a prclcess of  nevensal  fon the nat ion-state proqram,

and even doubly so.  The rest  is  a quest ion of  [1] ,  of  contnol  oven

the stater so that t l te state does not only fsyr. : r ' i " ts own nat ionals.

And here the number of  i tems, oF r ights and dut ies,  contained in the

not ion oF ci t izenship is very hi lh,  each one oF them in pninciple

somethinq to be conquered, From the r ight  oF unl imited numben oF

v is i t ,s,  nesidence, r  i , ;ht  to wonk, to berf  i t  From soc iaI  senv ices,

to vote,  to holr :  oFf ice,  €r l !  the duty to do mi l i tary service anC to

raise one's chi ldnen in the qereral  ethos oF that nat ion.  Usual ly

this is seen in terms oF conquer in, , l  n ights nat, f rer  than *F acceF.t inq

dut ies;  one reason why ci t izens may Feel  d iscr iminated when non-ci t i -

zens are acconded mcrre ancj  more r i i :hts wi thout necessar i lv  assumin' : :

basic dut ies.

' [he strategies used by immignants in conquer ing r igrhts

anc by the local  qovernment Iand ci t izens] in grert ing them/not

grant inq them is noE, the subjet , t  hene. This is a process f i l led wi th

endless drama and var iat ion as thene is handly any Fixed order in

whicir  the nights can be conquened" What I  an focussinq on is a c lani*

f icat ion of  the possible goals of  that  process. This can be discus-

sed in indiv idual  and in societal  teFms. Fnom the point  of  v iew of

the immigrant indiv idual  the qoal  may be a t ransi tory stay or to stay

on Foreven, including ofFspr ingl  nomadic on sedentany, in other wonds.

The nomads may go back to the point  oF or ig in crr  not ;  i t  is  assumed

that t rey have worked oLJt in t i - re in own calculus oF costs and beneFit ,s

xt"rs{r ;  senves them best.  Obviously,  i t  is  l imi ted how manv nomads a
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t rmorernrr  countny ."at  
have within i ts borders.  l '1one interest ins is

. .  t  -  a\ i .  . ,  ' i1-

the problem oF.qoal-states,  at  least  v is ions of  social  goals,  assum-

ing a mult i -nat ional  compr:s i t ion oF the inhabi tants lof  whom the

ci t izens are a sub-set]  of  the country.

First ,  there ane those who have cleanly vert ica!_*gsgl-

rnodels in mind, wi th a dist inc: t ion between F i rst  ancj  second class

ci t izens -  the lat ten may not even have ci t izenship.  There is a

de jure model wi th formal r  expl ic i t  ru les separat ing the ethnic g{- . r : rups

on nat ions in what then becomes a gaste system, and there is a

cl t ;  facio model b:ased on infonmaL, impl ic i t  mechanisms usual ly not

separat in:r  the ethnic qnoups so perFect ly,  mone l ike a cornelat ion.

l ike in a c lass syFtem, The lat ter  is  what we are l ikely to have

For a veny lonq t ime, wi th s l ight ly mone upward than downward mobi l i *

ty For the non-dominant rroups, but st i l l  wi t t r  a c lear cornelat ion

with power and pr iv i leqe. This is hardly an expl ic i t  goal  state.

Second, there are those who have clear ly hor izontal

goal  models in mind, wi t f rout  any dist inct ion between f inst  and second

class c i t izens -  reg*dless of  ethnic or ig in thev are al I  equal ly much

ci t izens, wi th t f re same r ights and dut ies at  least  in so far  as et f r r ic

or i ; in is concerned. Again there are two bnoad classes of  mocjels:

the s ingular ist  models whereby the inhabi tants form one ethnic r ; roup

only,  and the plunal ist  modeLs whene there ane sevenal  ethnic ' : lnoups

considered equal .  Of the s ingular ist  models two ane part icular ly

wel l  known as eFForts to obtain inte ' tnat ion into one ethnic group:

t | ie dominance model wirere the immigrants conForm to the ethnic charac-

ter ist ics oF the dominant,  qroup [which is not necessar i ly  a majoni ty

grnup ), and the melt ing-pot model"  wherneby Finqx!f f i  k ind oF wei;hted

avenage oF ethnic chanacter ist ics is accepted as the nat ional  Inew)

nc,rm, makin, ;  each new immigrant and immiqnant group in pr inciple

a contr iLrutor to the total  mix,  changing the point  of  gnavi ty eveF

so l i t t le in one direct ion or the other.  Al thouoh this term is of ' ten



,*.1 _

uF.ed about the Uni ted States i t  is  hard to see that th is is just i f ied.

Linqr i* t ical ly EnEl ish,  or  some kind oF Basic fngl ish,  is  st i l I  tne

dominant lanquagel  there is l i t t le or nothing conresponding to a l in: ; -

u ist ic melt ing pot process as can be Found in countr i .es where some

kind oF pidgin is ta lked. Dther languages ane clear ly second class

languages. f ie l i , l iously,  however,  one may perhaps talk about plural-

ism Ial though the nul ing nel  ig ion probably is the rel  ig ion of  the

ru l  in-r  c lass that  cLass is now chansino from New Enoland

high church to Cal iFonnia and South-West lower c l - rurch t radi t ions] .

OF the plural ist  models there aFe also two pant iculanly

known type6: the ' r together €nd equal ' r  and the I 'sepaFate but equal ' r

vani* ies.  The ci  i f ferent ia l  use of  conjunct ives in the expressions,

shi f t in_a from [andrr  to r tbut ' r  point  to the pnoblem: is i t  possj"ble to

ie nequal ' r  Imeaning "hor izontal" ]  iF at  the same t ime separate? The

existence oF an apartheid in 'eapanatet ' ]  which is certainly not equal . l

but  nather a vent ical  caste system) does ntr t  prove anything; on the

other hand thel^e is the Swiss system with the cantons div ided into

three IFour]  l inguist ic and two rel ig ious,- i roups, €\ . ren hi- lh ly correla-

ted and yet as equal  as i t  seems possible to h:ecome in a wonld very

sensi t ive to ethnic chanrter ist ics.

The tw, ' '  mt:dels may be ref  erned tc l  as t t integratedfr  and

rtFederalr t  ,  respect ively.  The integnated inodel  is  a v is ion oF a

country wi th di f ferent nat ic:ns mixed toctether wi th a ver.v high Ievel

of  entropy, wi th no c: lass order I tnat  wr:uld make i t  vent ical  ]  anc:

wi th no geoqraphical  order Iwhich would make i t ,  de Facto, ' t federal" ] .

I  dc:  not  th ink we know any exanples oF tJ ' r is  in the wor ld today; race,

not to ment ion ethinic character ist ics seem to be so stron,- : r  i - f  nct

f  or  socio-psycholor; icaI  at  least  for  h istonical-pol  i t ical  r 'easons

that conrelat ions wi th c lass and/or qeognpahy seem to ar ise.  And i f

noth oF them l ' :ecome relat ivelv hi : ,h,  stable,  cnystal l  ized so to speak,

therr  the basis for  terni tor ia l  separat ism *s present.
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